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Deconstructing Disney /Bonner


Fantasia (James Algar and Samuel Armstrong, 1940, 120 min.)
Writers: Joe Grant and Dick Huemer
Producer: Walt Disney and Ben Sharpsteen
Cinematography: James Wong Howe (live action) (uncredited)
Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com):
Disney animators set pictures to Western classical music introduced by popular musicologist Deems Taylor as Leopold Stokowski conducts the Philadelphia Orchestra. Selections include "The Sorcerer's Apprentice," which features Mickey Mouse as an aspiring magician who oversteps his limits. "The Rite of Spring" tells the story of evolution, from single-celled animals to the death of the dinosaurs. "Dance of the Hours" is a comic ballet performed by ostriches, hippos, elephants, and alligators. "Night on Bald Mountain" and "Ave Maria" set the forces of darkness and light against each other as a devilish revel is interrupted by the coming of a new day.

Cast:

Leopold Stokowski, Conductor of The Philadelphia Orchestra

Deems Taylor, Narrative Introductions
Walt Disney, voice of Mickey Mouse (segment 'The Sorcerer's Apprentice') (uncredited)
Questions for Discussion:

1.  In light of Luckett’s article, how and why did Disney create Fantasia differently than its other feature-length animated films? How and why did it market the film differently as a result? 
2.  How are gender and sexuality constructed in Fantasia? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

3.  How are race, ethnicity, and class constructed in Fantasia? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing races and classes.

4.  What are some possible “positive” readings of the film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.
